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ECONOMTC POSLTICN OF TH" CAVADIAN PRATRIG PROVINCES IN 1923. 


USreiec ey) 


The present study of the econemic position of the Prairie Provinces of 
Canada is based on various records, notably those of investeé capital, production 
and the tronsportation and Marketing of Commodities: more particularly is it an 
attempt to analyze the relations of these provinces (which constitute more or less 
@ single economic unit) with the rest of Canada and the outside world. ‘The year 
Covered is 1923, the latest an.mail period for which comprehensive and comparable 


figures are available for the purpose of a general conspectus of this Character. 


Perhaps the outstanding result of the investigation is that it shows net 
exports from the Prairie Provinces amounting to approximately $270,000,000, whilst 
imports into this areo were approximately $145 000,000, The "favourable" trade 
balance of this section of Canade was, therefore, in, the neighborhood of $125,009,000. 

It may be well to explain the general policy of which this investigation 
is a result. For soms time past the Dominion Bureau of Statistics has been desirous 
of establishing a periodic measurement of interprovincial trade in Canada and of 
the general economic relationships o£ the severe] provinces, As the first step in 
this direction an annual. survey of production in all its phases was instituted in 
1918, including agriculture, fisheries, lumbering, mining, manufactures, construction, 
Btc., Subsequently in 1920 an arrangement was made with the reilway companies where- 
by @ monthly record is obtained by provinces (1) of all goods loaded on cars, and 
.2) of all goods unloaded from cers, with supplementary figures of goods received 
from end delivered to foreign connections. From these figures it is possible to 
dbtain a rough idea of the imports and exports of each province in so far as goods 
nandled by the railways ure concerned, the difference between the figures of goods 
Loaded and goods unloaced being either an import or export. When such figures are 
considered in juxtaposition with the local fisures of production and of imports and 
sKports by customs ports, some valuable conclusions can be reached as to the 
economic relations of the areus under investigation, both with the rest of Canada 
and with other countries. 


Up to the present ro transportation record has been obtaired for goods 
mandled by water carriers, so that conclusions can be reached only for those sections 
of Canada in which water Sransvortation is not a factor, MBven for these, the returns 
are not entirely satisfacitcry, as additional light would undoubtedly be thrown on 
local conditions by increased comprehensiveness in the data for Canada, It is 
thought, however, that a statement for the Prairie Provinces, 3s the region for 
which rail transpOrtation figures show practically ths whole of the trade movement, 
Would be of interest and value, In the case of these Provinces the comprehensive 
Marketing statistics that have been established in the Buresu, covering both field 
srops and live stock and their products, yield an additional body of information 
that is relatively of great importance, 


It mist be remembered, of course, that the records of goods handled by the 
tailways are available only for @ limited classification and that quantities are 
sxpressed in tonnages only, nedessitating translation, sometimes on an arbitrary 
451s, into the quantities used in commerce in cvder to obtain values, and thus 
present comparative and comprehensive figures. It is believed, however, that the 
fain conclusions of the present survey may be relied upon as approximately correct, 
and that the setting out of the more important basic data in this way wit. vermit 

Ose interested to examine the situation for themselves. The investig™:"on as a 
Thole is meant to be suggestive rather than final. 


Tae statement includes in addition to the introductory hae a A 
Meatment of the natural resources of the prairie region and the more importan 
Figures relating to invested capital and production. 


i R, Hy GOATS 


Dominion Statistician, 


Jominion Burecu of Statistics, 
Ottawa, February 25, 1926, 
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ECONOMIC POSITION OF THE CANADIAN PRAIRIE FROVINCES IN 1923, 


INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY, 


Canada is one of the largest countries in the world, comprising areas 
of the most varied resources, sevareted from each other by great mountain chains 
of long stretches of svarsely inhabited vwSiderness, It is frequently divided 
into four, and by some writers “nto five, economic areas, viz,, the Maritimes, 
Quebec, Ontario, the Prairie Provinces and British Columbia, Each of these is 
as large as great nations in other parts of the world, The Maritimes are as 
large as Engiand; quebec is as large as Germany, France, Snain and Italy to- 
gether; Ontario is much Larger than Sweden, Norway and Denmark unitea; the 
Prairie Provinces are together iarge> than quebec: British Columbia is almost 
three times as large as the United Kingdom, 


Trade between such great areas as the above and over such long dis- 
tances would in most parts of the rverld sonstitute international trade, and 
therefore be carefully recorded jn quantities and values. Here, however, no 
record is kent of the values of trade bécween the areas, and no adequate 
record of the articles and the verious quantities of those articles which are 
transported by water, There is, however, a fairly comvlete record of quantities 
of articles entering into the trade by land over our railways. In the case 
of four cof the five great economic areas, however, which ship goods doth by 
land and by water, there is no comnlete record even of the quantities of the 
goods which are imnorted and exnorted from the area in question. It is as if 
one who was investigating the trade of France had ny record of the goods 
Shipped via Calais, Havre, Brest, Bordeaux and Marseilles: but had to rely ex- 
Clusively on his statistics of the trade over the Belghau, German, Swiss, 
Italian and Snanish frontiers. 


Four of the five great eccnomic areas ship goods both-by land and by 
water, Only in the case of the Prairie Provinces is it necessary for all 
shipments into or cut of the area to be made by land, Possessing as we do 
Statistics of the quantity 2f all shipments by land, or rather of all ship- 
ments by rail, it is possible by approximating as closely as possible to average 
values, t9 Bebo eaten as to the value of the commodities which those 
previnces ship Sguth, Hast and West, and of the commodities which they import 
in return, In other words, it is possible to arrive at some rather tentative 
conclusions as to the balance of trade between the Frairie Provinces, con- 
sidered as a unit, and the rest of the world. As already stated net exvorts 
from the prairie region during this year were valued at the sum of $270,000,000 , 
while imports into the Prairie Provinces reached a total valve of $145,000,099, 
leaving a favourable trade balance for this section of Canada of $125,000,000. 


The data on which these conclusions are based are as follows: During 
the year the gross volume of all traffic loaded by railways fn the Frairie 
Provinces amounted to 20,776,28% tons made up of 13,681,557 tons of agricultural 
nroducts; 668,616 tons of animal products; 7,641,783 tons of mine products; 
945,000 tons of forest products and 1,839,%%2 tons of manufactured and mi scel1— 
aneous products, On the other hand, freight unloaded by raiiways et stations 
within the vratrie region amounted to 10,870,340 tens grouped as follows: 
agricultural products 2,367,173 tons; animal products 4#5,505 tons; mine products 
4,213,792 tons; forest products 1,312,132 tons and manufactured and mi sce] Lansous 
vreducts 2,492,178 tons, The excess of freight loaded over freight unloaded, 
therefore, amounted to 9,905,958 tons. In comvarison with this figure it is 


very interestitg to note that the tonnage of wheat actually shipped out of the 
Prairie Provinces, as shown by railway returns, amounted to 9,580,15¢ tons, 


The balance of trade above mentioned, be it first understood, is in no 
way connected with the figures’ periodically published of the imports and exports 
of the Prairie Provinces, Those imports and exports merely cross the international 
frontier into or from these provinces, They do not include the great quantities 
of goods originating in the Prairie Provinces and consumed in the East or exported 
by way of the Bast or of the West to other countries, Nor do they include the 
large quantities of commodities imported for consumption in the Prairie Provinces, 
but entering Canada through Montreal or Vancouver. What is attempted in the 
present study is, sc to speak, the drawing of a line around the Prairie Provinces 
along the 49th parallel, the Rocky Mountains, the 60th paralle}, and the Eastern 
boundary »9f Manitoba, and ascertaining as well as possible, the values of the 
commedities crossing this line inward and outward - as if the Prairie Provinces 
were in themselves a nation, with all the privileges of the same, such as that of 
maintaining a cordon of custom-houses where the value of everything entering or 
leaving the country was accurately ascertained, Undoubtedly much may be learned 
about the Prairie Provinces by carefully examining the data available frem the 
production and transportation statistics of this immense area, 


The present investigation is divided into six parts; the first being a 
brief outline of the natural resources of the Prairie Provinces of Canada; the 
second dealing with the wealth, i.e., the capital investments made against this 
physical background; the third with the income of the Prairie Provinces; the 
fourth with the production of the district - mainly creation of utilities and 
income; the fifth with the volume of the external trade of the Prairie Provinves 
in 1923; whilst the sixth part uses conclusions of the preceding parts to obtain 
the approximate value of the external trade of the Prairie Provinces in the 
above year, 


aw. 
_ ‘MaTURAL RESOURCES OF- CANADIAN PRAIRIE PROVINCES, 


The Prairie Provinces comprise in part a great interior continental 
plain of vast fertility and extend roughly from a line joining the West coast 
to Hudson Bay and the Lake of the Woods to the Rocky Mountains on the West. 
On the North and South #bis. section is bounded by the 60th and oth parallels 
of latitude resvectively, . : ; 


Manitoba, the most Easterly of the Prairie Provinces and the oldest 
in point of settlement, extends Westerly to a line apnroximating closely to 
the 10end meridian West from Greenwich, The total area of Manitoba is E51 ose 
square miles, This area may be comvared to that of the United Kingdom with ; 
its area of 121,63% square miles, and Manitoba is seen to be 8,566 square miles 
éreater than twice the total area of the British Isles, The vrovince is 
tyvically an agricultural one, its southern plains being snecially adapted to 
this form of industry, Its northern districts, with a tonogravhy very different 
from that of its vrairtes, are of importance in‘the production of copper cre 
and of timber products, eek ; 


The central prairie crevince, Saskatchewan, extends from the 102nd 
to the 110th meridian, and covers an area of 251,700 square miles, but slightly 
less than that of Manitoba, and greater by 5,000 square miles than the combined 
areas of the United Kingdom and'Norway, The country consists for the most 
vart of open rolling prairie at an average altitude of 1,500 feet above sea-level, 
while in the north it assumes a more broken-aspect and is as yet but slightly 
developed, The climate is quite different from that of eastern Canada, with 
less precipitation and perhaps slightly greater extremes in temperature than 
are encountered in many other parts of the country, but it is nevertheless most 
favourable to vlant and animal growth, The northern districts are abundantly 
watered by lakes and rivers and are rich in coal and timber resources, 


Alberta lies between Saskatchewan on the east and the Rocky Mountains 
and 1leOth meridian on the West. Its area is slichtly greater than that of 
Saskatchewan or Manitoba, comprising a total of 255,285 square miles, a little 
more than tke combined areas of Germany and Bulgaria, Formerly a great 
ranching country, it has now become a great wheat producing region, the frontier 
of tke grain growing area now apvroximating te the line of the foot~-hills of 
he Rockies, In the scuthwest, considerable coal. mining is carried on, sixteen 
percent cf the world's coal resources being contained within the province, 
Natural gas and petroleum are also found in considerable quantities. lumbering 
is important in the more mountainous western parts and in the north, where 
some ranching is still pursued, The climate of Alberta is a particularly 
faveurable cne, less severe in summer than more eastern parts of the country 
and tempered in winter by the "Chinook" winds from the Pacific, 


The Prairie Frovinces are also fortunate in having within their 
boundaries important water-powers. While the Seuthern agricultural districts 
are flat with few envortunities for the develomment of water-newer, there are 
many large rivers:in the Rocky Mountains and Northern parts of the Provinces 
cavable cf such development. : a 


With its immense area and varied topogranhy, this district also 
has rich resources in fur-bearing and game animals, The place of fur in 
Commerce is now well established and these orevinces afford a rich field not 
only for trapping but for the raising of animals for their pelts, 


In all the three Prairie Provinces, mumerous lakes and rivers, 
covering nearly 31,000 square miles in area, abound in valuable food fishes, 
Lake Winnipeg, Lake Winnipegcsis, Lake Manitoba and the smaller lakes to the 
North and Hast furnish most of the fish oroducts of Manitoba, Whitefish and 
pickerel are the chief products, but pike, tullibee, goldeye and many otser 
varieties abound, In Saskatchewan and Alberta commercial fishing tis confined 
to the regions North of the Saskitchewan River, where whitefish in large 


Quantities are taxen,.°.- 


The wide stretches of the North abound with wild life and afford 


attractive npportunities for hunting and fishing. This feature will bring 
many tourists to the district and give an enhanced value to what are considered 


by many to be "barren lands," 


anFjes 

The total °.-° area of the Dominion is placed at 2,306,502,308 acres, of 
which the three Prairie Provinces of Canada comprise 466,068,798 acres. Of this, 
215,<51,000 acres, or 46,2%, consists of possible farm land as estimated in the 
census of 1921. The occupied farm land amounted to 87,931,800 acres or ho 8% of 
the total farm land available for cultivation. ‘There is therefore 127, 349,200 acres 
of arable land unoce:pied in the Prairie Provinces of Canada, 


The population of the Prairie Provinces was shown by the census of 1921 
to be 1,956,082. It is estimated that in.1923 the population had increased to 
2,055,400. 


Particulars of the land aree, estimated possible farm land, farm land 
occupied, and population by provinces are shown in the following table: 


i LE LA 


- Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta | Total 


Area in Acres (1) 148,432,698 155,764,100 161,872,000 466,068,798 
Arable Land (1) 2h 00,000 93,458,000 97,123,000 215,281,000 
Area under : 

Cultivation (1) 14,615,844 4h 022,907 29,294,053 87,931,804 
Arable Land ; 


Unoccupied 10,084,156 - 49,435,093 67,829,947 127,349,196 
Population, 1921 610,118 {57,510 5s8,454 1,956,032 
Population, 1923 637,400 797,000 621,000 2,055,400 


(1) From "Census of Agriculture, 1921" Pz, XI, 


WEALTH OF CANADIAN PRAIRIE PROVINCES. 


The national wealth of Canada in 1921 was estimated at $22,195, 302,443 
wrick is equivalent to $2,525 per capita. Agricultural wealth only, based on the 
value of lands, buildings, equ‘pment, etc,, of operating farms, but not including 
the value of unoccupied lands, amounted to $7,982,871,126 or $908 per capita. Of 
this $6,586,648,126 represented farm investments in land, buildings, implements, 
machinery and live stock as shown by the census of 1921, the balance being the 
value of agricultural products in the possession of farmers and traders, On this 
basis the per capita wealth invested’ in farming and equipment was $749, 


In the Prairie Provinces the total estimated capital wealth amounted to 
$6,447,112, 332 or $3,296 per capita. Of this the total agricultural. wealta 
amounted to $3, 747,384,259 or $1;916 per capita, the sum of $3,269,144,259 
respresenting the farm velues of land, buildings, implements, wachinery and live 
stock as shown by the cansus of 1921. This shows the per capita investment in 
farms and equipment in the Prairie Provinces to be $1,671 on the basis of the 1921 
census, The balance of the agricultural wealth was represented by the value of 
agricultural products in the possession of farmers and traders. 


Particulars of the estimated capital wealth of the Canadian Prairie 


Provinces in 19el by provinces and chief component items are shown in Table I in 
the appendix hereto. 


INCCME OF CANADIAN PRAIRIE PROVINCES. 


The total net value of all production in Canada in 1923 amounted to 
$3,051,456,821. These values were produced by approximately two-thirds of the 
gainfully employed persons in the Dominion — those engaged in the various kinds 
of "procucticn", defined according to the usual acceptation of the term as 
including agriculture, forestr , fisheries, trapping, mining and manufacturing, 
etc, The remaining one-third of the gainfully employed are considered to be 
also producers in the larger sense of the word, being engaged in activities such 
as transportation, trade, administration, the professions, domestic and perscnal 
service, As exemplifying the importance of the latter activities, it may be 
pointed out that railway gross earnings 11923 amounted to $478,328,047, street 
re he earnings to $50,191,387 and telephone and telegraph earnings to 


3, all of which from a broad point of view, shovld also be considered 


ae 


as "“nroduction", Sime the above values were produced by only two-thirds of 
the emvloyed povulation re may add one-half ‘to the total value of vroduction 
as shown above, as a roush estimate of the value in dollars.of the total — 
vroductive activity of the Canadian meople, according to the economist's 
definition of production, which arnroximates to the concept of national tucdma. 
According to this broader intervretation, production in 192% represented 
created values of $4,577,0°0,000, | } 

In order to arrive at the figure of national income, however, certain, ; 
heavy deductions from the above amount must be made ~ deductions esnecially | 
Connected with the maintenance of thé industrial equipment of the country - 
providing not only for devrecdatién but for obsolescence or replacement by new 
and improved apparatus of production, After these deductions have been made the 
19e3 income of the Canadian people. is estimated at somewhere in the neizhbour- 
heod of $4,200,000,000, eit a 7 


‘On the basis of the net value of production in the Prairie Frovinces 
as shown in Table II in the anvendix at. $645 hoz en, this being the production 
ef approximately two-thirds of the povulation, the value of all vroduction 
by the pecple in this region would anount to anproximately $968,000,000, Similar 
allowances as in the cuse for all Canada, however, have also to be made for 
depresiation of the agents of mroduction and the cost of their maintenance, 
After such deductions the totel "national" income of the vrairie region of 
Canada would seem to anproximate to about $88,000,000 in 192% or $432 ver 
capita, : : : 


TRODUCTION OF CANADTA! PRAIRIE PROVINCES IN 1923 


The Prakgvie Frovinces are fundamentally agricultural, A survey of 
the uroduction of these vrovinces in 192% shovs that more than 91 per cent of 
the value of the output of Saskatchewan ras obtained from farming; in Manitoba 
and Alberta, the proportions were 55 per cent and 74 percent resnectively, 
Mineral production, consisting chiefly of: coal-mining, held second place in 
Alberta, with an output of 14 per cent..of:the vrovineial total. Manufacturing 
was second in imnortante itn Manitoba and Saskatchewan,’ ' 


The total. value of production of.all-branehes of industry in the 
Prairie Provinces in 1923, classified according.to industrial divisiens, is shown 
in Table II in the annendix hereto, 


agriculture was responsible for a gross revenue in 192% in the vrairie 
region of Canada estimated at $585,347,299. The net value of agricultural 
production amcuated to $5090,192,440 after allowances have been made in order to 
eliminate the cost of the materials consumed in the production vrocess, The 
argest item of- revenue comes from the production of field crops which were valued 
at S47, 825,000, Particulars of this egricultural, revenue are shown by provinces 
and tranches of agricuiture in the following statements 


Acricultural Revenue 19e 3. 


Manitoba Saskatcheran Paare a Total 
$ : em: oe 8 $ 

Field Crops © 60,707,000. 248,778,000 165, 340,000, 474,825,000 
Fruits and Vegetables » 1,702,000... 2,461,000 . - 1,860,000 6,023,000 
Grass and Cloverseed 61,000. - 103,000 58,000 222,090 
Farm Animals A 5,082,000 11,912,008: -11,584,000 28,578,000 . 
Weol “s -932000°" 2° -Theyooo” +: 264,000 479,000 
Dairy Products — ere UL a ene 

eatin) | 6,708,090 . 9,820,000 7,880,000 24,48, 000 

Whole Milk ) iil te cn ; ioenet 

Milk to Factories. 4,086,781 * 3,285, 726 5,515,352 12,947,859 
Dairy Factories 6,531,902 ° 5,083,910- - 7,971,e11 19,587,023 
Poultry and Uggs 3,198,000 8,670,000 6,26+,000 18,13€,000 
Fur Farm Felts RET ENE aN Sere | 5, O41 eee) 

n Animals | 69,030 “2,000 450, 828. 121,858 _ 
Gross Total 88,235,960 oN ae, 206, 852,452 585,347,299 
Paid to patrons by dairy : O86, 781) 3,e85, feo! ~ Byo (Sy je 12,947,859 
Seed Faas il 5,501,000 — 20,801,000 2,960,000 35 262 , 000 
Feed 10,160,000 12,300,000 14,450,000 36,92.0,000 
Nursery Stock 15,000 Be O00 Pe eiely 3B O00 472000 


Sn OTN | thi 
Net Promuetion "8,875,179 255, £60,181 177,859,060 500,162,340 _ 


—_—_{— 


As field crops occupy such an important position in the economy of the 
Prairie Provinces, full particulars of the production and value of those crops in 
1923 are shown in the following Staterent$ 


Field Crops Quantity Value 

Fall Wheat 2,359,000 bush. 1,534,000 
Spring Wheat 49,901,000 " 293,092,000 

1 wheat 452,260,000 " 294 626,000 
Oats 391,756,000 " 99,725,000 
Barley BS TTS, 8008 2 21,155,000 
Fall Rye 15, 758,000..." 7,062,000 
Spring Rye 5,084,000 " 2,258,000 
All Rye 20,842,000 |" 9,320,000 
Peas 147,000 " 223,000 
Beans 28,000:: * 78 ,000 
Mixed grain Let COs 516,000 
Flaxseed 7,044,800: " 12,505,000 


Total Grain 933,586,000 " 438,148,000 
Potatoes 18,451,667 " 8,265,000 
Turnips and Mangolds 2,210,000 cwt. 2,915,000 
Hay and Clover 1,192,100 tons 8,753,000 
Grain Hay 4,204,100 " 12,662,000 
Alfalfa 139,000 * 1,567,000 
Fodder Corn 761,800 " °3,415,000 

All Field Crops 474, 25,000 


Manifacturing in the Prairie Provinces stands second to agriculture, The 
Census of Industry of these provinces for 1923 conducted by the Bureau included 
2,17% establishments representing a total capital investment of $18%3,978,000. The 
employees of these plants numbered 27,715 versons who received as salaries and 
wages a total of $24,416,444, Fuel consumed in manufacturing represented a value 
of $4,289,357,. The gross value of products produced by these plants amounted to 
$186,010,133, The cost of materials entering into the mamufacture, however, was 
$106,919,090 leaving fhe net value of mamufacturing production in the three 
Prairie Provinces of Canada at $79,091,043, 


As the production of grain is the foremost activity in the Prairie 
Provinces it naturally follows that the flour and grist milling industry occupies 
a premier position among the manufacturing industries of this region, The 
mumber of plants engaged in this branch in 1923 was 107 with a total capital 
investment of $15,291,407; there were 1,790 employees receiving a total of 
$2,298,118 in salaries and wages; the gross value of products in 1923 amounted to. 
$36,742,036; the cost of materials entering into the manufacture was $30,335,026, 
leaving the net value of products produced in the flour and grist milling 
industry in the Prairie Provinces of $6,407,010. 


Slaughtering and meat packing and the manufacture of butter and cheese, 
which are likewise closely allied to agriculture, rank second and third respectively, 
Judged by value of products. The number of slaughtering and meat packing 
establishments in the Prairie Provinces in 1923 was 14 with & total capital 
investment of $11,015,065, employing 2,345 persons with a gross annual wage bill 
of $2,989,874; the cost of materials used in slaughtering and meat packing was 
$18,311,644 and the gross value of products $25,602,617, leaving the net value 
added by manufacture at $7,290,973. The manufacture of butter and cheese was 
carried on in 207 establishments, Capital’invested:in these plante amounted to 
$8,203,000, while 1,938 persons receiving anmally $2,468,000 in salaries and 
wages were employed, The groes value of products amounted to $19,587,023, the 
cost of materials being $13,619,059 and the net value of products $5,967,964, 


The mineral production of the three Prairie Provinces was valued in 1923 
at $34,103,156, to which Manitoba contributed $1,768,037, Saskatchewan $1,047,583 
and Alberta $71,287,536. The production of coal in Alberta was the largest single 
item amounting to $28,018,303, The total number of operating plants or mines _ 
in the three provinces was 552 and the capital investment $81,%68,047, The number 


of employees was 12,662 and the total salaries f 
to $20, 747,393. alaries and osha faid amounted in 1923 


ie 
EXTERNAL TRADE OF CANADIAN FRAIRIE PROVINCES IN 1923, 


For the broad measurement of trade in the Prairie Provinces a montkly 
return from transportation companies of goods delivered and received for shipment 
within the provinces has been used. These returns show all freight loaded and 
unloaded, classified in seventy different groups. While similar returns have 
not as yet been received from water transvortation companies,. compilations based 
On the railway returns show the camvlete movement to and from the three Frairie 
Srovinces of Canada, The three vrovinces have been treated as one unit and a 
Statement of the traffic to and from this district has been comviled, 


The returns received are based on railway accounts and figures of 
tonnage only are available. The Bureau, however, receives detailed returns from 
all manufacturing industries through its Census of Industry showing the value 
of goods at the nlace of manufacture, These and similar average valuations 
have been annlied to the quantities returned. by the railway comnanies and a 
feneral valuation of the commoc tities moving to and from the Prairie Provinces of 
Canada has thus been obtained, — 

‘Theat production in the ‘Prattie Provinces in 1923 amounted to. 
452,860,000 bushels.’ From this amount, anmroximately, 30,099,900 bushels mst be 
deducted for loss in‘cleaning and grain not merchautable’, ere a balance of 
koa y»000,009 bushels of wheat of merchantable quality. During the cron or 
marketing year 1923-4. 350,000,090 bushels wére shinned out of the Prairie 
Provinces, A large part of this was eventually exnorted f rom Canada after passing 
through and being handled in Zastern Canada, Wheat eround into flour in Eastern 
Canada accounted for 80,000,000 bushels of this shinment from the West, anvrox-— 
imately 30,000,000 bushels being ground for domestic consumption and 50,000,000 
bushels for exnort as flour, Returns from the railvay companies show that total 
shipments of wheat from the Prairie Provinces during the calendar year 1923 
amounted to 9,580,152 tons or nearly 320,000,000 bushels, Similarly large 
Quantities of the coarser grains were also shinned from the Prairie Provinces, 
some of which were also destined to be eventually exported from Canada. These 
shipments during 1923, as shown by the railway returns, amounted to 40,032,650 
bushels of oats, 14,471,200 bushels of barley, 6,382, 200 bushels of .rye and 
3,805,600 bushels of flaxseed, Corn amounting to 194, 090.dushels and 23, eke - 
tons of "other grains" were also shivped from the Yestern Provinces, 


Naturally in a large grain producing district, flour and grist milling 
is an important industry, These mills srind not only for domestic congsumntion 
within the Prairie Provinces, tut also for shipment outside, Flour grougd in 
the West and later shinved, mainly to Zastern Canada and Eritish Columbia, 
amounted to 3,228,870 barrels in 1923. Other mill products manufactured and 
shinved out amounted to 202,2&3 tons, ; 


The Prairie Provinces, however, have no survlus éf fruit and vegetables, 
with the excention of potatoes. The small quantity of 775 tons or 25,233 bushels 
of this commodity was shinned out. On the other hand nearly half a million 
barrels of apples were imported into the Prairie Provinces during 192% for Cons 
sumption therein, Other fresh fruit brought in amounted to 65,710 tons and 
fresh vegetables other than potatoes to 16,544 tons. 


Animal husbandry is the second {mportant. branch of agriculture 
followed in Western Canada. While. Considerable shivments of cattle and hogs were 
made to the Western Provinces in 1923, these were more than counterbalanced 
by shipments out. Outside of live animals, hovever, the shivments of animals 
and animal products to Western Canada were quite small snd more than counter- 
balanced by shipments out, These vrovinces also stand, therefore, as a source 
of supvly for this group of commodities. let shipments of animals and animal 
products out of the Prairie Provinces amounted to the followin: weights as 


reported by the railway companies? 


Horses i 2 Weg tons. 
Cattle and calves ot 105,068 

She ep | | egos 
Hogs , nt 19,55, 8 
Dressed meats, fresh nae ei le VF Ay 
Dressed meats, cured or salted ° 6,067 " 
Poultry’ 1,754 " 
Bees yeu Ff 
Butter and Cheese 8,869 " 
Wool: 1.0087 -? 


Hides and Leather 95020: 


LOGE cf 
Shipments intc the prairie area consisted of Suu tons of "Other Packing House 
Products" and 1,691 tons of "Other Animal Products", making a net shipment of 
183,561 tons of animal and animal products out of the Prairie Provinces, 


Alberta is a large producer of coal and a large part of the supply of 
coal required for consumption in the Prairie Provinces is naturally drawn from this 
source, The small amount of 79; 384 tons of lignite coal was shipped out of the 
Prairie Provinces in 1923. This shipment was likely made to Ontario for consumption 
there. The movement of Alberta coal to Central Canada, for use rather than at 
imported United States coal, is being fostered and the likelihood is that in later 
years larger amounts of Canadian western coal will find their markets in Ontario, 
On the other hand some United States anthracite and bituminous coal is brought into 
the West via the Great Lakes for consumption in Eastern Manitoba (mainly Winnipeg). 
Alberta coal, howeyer, is becoming firmly established.in this market and with the 
development of the. trade in Alberta:’coal in the Bast, it may be presumed that 
Manitoba will.become less dependent on coal imported from the United States. The 
amount of United States coal brought in during 1923 as revenue freight. amounted to 
176,785 tons of anthracite and 165,073 tons of bituminous coal; in addition coal 
shipped in for railway purposes amounted to approximately 543,000 tons, Coke 
amounting to 24,395 tons was also shipped into’ ‘the Prairie Provinces, Shipments 
of crude petroleum from the United States to nefineries located in the Prairie . 
Provinces are also of considerable extent. In fact in tonnage-crude petroleum | 
Comes next to coal among the mineral products shipped into the Prairie Provinces, 
In 1923 these shipments amounted to 209,401 tons, Shipments of salt were also large 
amounting to 44,237 tons. Other shipments into the Prairie Provinces in this group 
were as follows: se , 


Iron ores Pie . 892 tons 
Other ores and concentrates a 5d bas 
Clay, gravel, sandstone (crushed) =~ 21,363 ." 
Slate, dimension or block stone 3,515 * 
Asphal tum aie 
Other mine products i 2 664°" 


The ageregete net: chipment of mine products into the Prairie Provinces in’ 1923 was 
572,009 tons, : ; 


The timber supply of this district falls short of the needs of the people. 


While 95,400 tons of pulpwood were shipped out of the Prairie Provinces net shipmente 
in were as follows: oy, 


Logs, posts, poles and cordwood . 48,519 tons 
Railway Ties BO Pua Wee 
Lumber, timber, box shooks, staves 

and heading acer. Gane 
Other forest products” pibcd bea: 16,324 " 


The net import of forest products into the Prairie Provinces in 1923 amounted to 
752,630 tons. : | 


The industrial section of Canada is located mainly in the central 
provinces, While manufacturing occupies an important place in Western Canada, as 
shown above, large amounts of manufactured goods are also imported. In addition 
to the large quantities of crude petroleum shipped in for refining purposes 
182,197 tons of refined petroleum and its products were imported into the Prairie 
Provinces, Sugar beet cultivation is carried on in southern Alberta and southern 
Manitoba, and a beet sugar refining plant has been established at Raymond, Alberta, 
(in 1925). This is a comparatively new industry and the sugar produced will 
probably fall short of meeting the requirements of the people of the Prairie 
Provinces for a considerable time, ‘Imports of sugar amounted to 92,565 tons in 1923. 
Agricultural implements and vehicles, other than automobiles, form the next 
item in point of size, Net imports of commodities in this group amounted to 
63,086 tons in 1923, Automobiles and auto trucks were shipped-in during 1923 to 
the net amount of 11,009-tons, Iron and steel products were also shipped to the 
Prairie region in considerable quantities. Net shipments of bar and sheet iron, 
structural iron and iron pipe into the Prairie Provinces amounted to 39,952 tons; 
of iron, pig and bloom, to 17,029 tons; of rails and fastenings to 10,980 tons and 
of castings, machinery and boilers to 23,005 tons, Shipments of steel rails and 
fastenings carried by railways "on company service” amounted to an additional 
40,000 tons. Paper, printed matter and books shipped showed a net volume of 34, 309 
tons; canned goods shipments amounting to 25,317 tons net, included 1,271 tons of 


=-1lO= 


\ fis 
pee sels and 24,046 tons of other canned food vroducts, Other shipments of 
ssa wo ae made to the: Sy pete: Provinces during 1923 weré as follows: 


se’ Brick and artificial stons cae oa tee 726 tons 
rer vine. and drain tile EBS Solas: rsh 8 
Furniture. in nS he Sein 
_Liguors and Beverages” a 3,053 
_ Other manufactures and miscellaneous :: 115.581 : 
“Merchandise , 69,943 c 
? 2 


mee Among the shivments-of mamfactur i 20uS ZC 
Prairie Provinces to other parts of Canada, fe tev ermene Boer, te 
and lime and plaster second with 10,421 tons, Other shipments of Bee ar and 
miscellaneous goods .consisted of Ly 221 tons of all kinds of fertilizers: 2 O78 
tons of ‘fish, fréesu, frozen, cured, ete,; and 1,565 tons of household needs The 
net Shitetite of font eotared and miscellaneous commodities into tke Prairie 
tues in 19e3. are shown-by. the he returns to have amounted to 667, 34¢ 


Fron the statement of revenue freight carried by Canadian railways, Tats 
would, therefore, anpear.that while the prairie region 1s a considerable exporter 
of grains and also of live animals and animal: wroducts, it imvorts products of the 
forest and mines, and manufactured and ae goods. The net shipments in 
tons under these aeaal nee 2 are as follows:. ; be aay ee am 


: Shipved out © Shipped in 
Agricultural (vegetable) ensanets ~ .:121,324,384 tons 
Animal products ae tiie pea 2 Ra SBF, Sel 
Mine vroducts ; ; “-- B72,909 tons 
Forest products 352,630. " 
Mamifactured and miscellaneous. ims 667,348." 


a would show a total net, exnort of all comnodities from the prairie region cof 
9,905,958 tons. The total amount of freight loaded at stations situated in the 

ee Provinces. amounted: to 20 ,776,288 tons as opposed -to 10,870, %3%0 tons” 

unloaded,’ ade 


se 


VALUE OF EXTERNAL TRADE OF CANADIAN PRAIRIE PROVINCES. 


c 


The trade of the Canadian Frairie Provinces in 1923 as set out.in the 
preceding section was derived from monthly reports furnished by railrays ocverating | 
in these provinces showing tons of freight loaded and unloaded according to a : 
Simple classification agreed on mitually by the companies and the Bureau. These .. 
reports being derived from the railway acccunts do not show the value of the goods . 
themselves but merely the weights, The feature of value, hewever, is very 


important, In the industrial census conducted by the Bureau values of commodities 


at the point of production: ‘are returned by the manufacturing companies. The 
average prices as shown from ‘these and similar returns have been used and anvlied 
to the quantities as shown by the railway returns discussed above and show thet 
the net exvorts from the Prairie Frovinces are valued at anproximately 
$270,000,000, whilst imports ce the prairie region are valued at anvroximately 


$128,9000,000, 


In. the commoedities-exported, agricultural or vegetable ureducts form 
the larcest group in value as in quantity and account for $255,099,090 of the 
total figure of $270,000,000. “heat is ‘the largest single pommod ty and the 
Quantity of wheat shirned at of the Prairie Frovinces in 102% had a value at 
the farm tased on farm prices as returned by crop corresnondents to the Bureau 
of nearly $208,900,000. -Of the other grains oats accounted for $10,000,°00, 
barley for $5,090,900, rye. for $2,200,000 and mixed grains for a further 
$200,000, making a total for all: grains of $226,900,900, In addition flax 
shinments out of the region were valued at sekca Uaioe $6,500,000 making a 
total for this groun of $2%2,500,000,. Manufactured nroducts included in this 
eroup, namely, flour and other mill vroducts were valued at $17,000,0°O and 
$5,500,000 Eompec tively, making a tore.coe $255, 000,000°as set out Etove. 


Shipments of commodities based on-animal husbandry come next in 

ross value of about $12,000,000, Cattle shivments were 
00,000, while other live situele ehinved out amounted to 
making a total value of all shipments of live animals 
try in the Test has grown ravidly in the last 


importance and show 4 & 
valued roughly at $2,5 

a further sum of $500,000, 
of $3,000,000. ‘The dairy indus 


ae i 

few years and large quantities of butter and cheese are manufactured not only for 
local consu;iption but also for shipment to Eastern Canada and British Columbia either 
for consumption there or for furtherance, In 1923 these shipments were valued at 
over $5,000,000. Hides and leather shipped out also form a considerable item and 
have a value of say $2,000,000. Poultry and egg shipments are also important and 
may be valued at a further sum of $2,000,000, shipments of poultry being valued at 

a little less than $1,000,000 while shipments of eggs are valued at a little more, 
These items form a total of $12,000,000 for the animal products group. 


Shipments as shown above based on the two branches of agriculture, namely, 
field crops and animal husbandry, therefore, account for a total of $267 , 000,000 
out of a grand total of $270,000,000 for all exports. . The balance of $3,000,000 
is divided between the three groups of mine products, forest products and manufactured 
and miscellanecus products at $250,000, $1,750,000 and $1,000,000 respectively, 


Lignite coal shipped out of the prairie region accounts for the full 
amount of $250,000 in the mining group, whilst pulpwood accounts for the full 
amount of $1,750,000 in the forest products group. In the manufactured and miscell- 
aneous items shipped out, cement is valued at $425,000; lime and plaster at 
$165,000; fish (fresh, frozen, cured, etc,) at $335,000 and fertilizers at $75,000 
making a total value for exports in this group of $1,000,000. 


While agricultural or vegetable products form the largest group of 
shipments from the Prairie Provinces it conversely is the smallest group for 
sripments in. These shipments had a gross value of $3,000,000 and consisted mainly 
of apples and other fruits, and vegetables. Imports of mine products including 
railway coal were valued at $9,000,000 made up of coal and coke valued at 
$6,800,000; crude petroleum valued at $1,400,000; salt valued at $500,000 and 
miscellaneous items aggregating $300,000. 


Forest products have a value of $8,000,000, of which $6,000,000 is 
accounted for by lumber, timber, box shooks, staves, heading, etc. Ties are 
valued at $1,200,000 and luzs, posts, poles and cord wood at $800,000. 


The largest group, comprising mamafactured and miscellaneous articles, 
accounts for $109,000,000 of shipments into the prairie region or nearly 85 per 
cent of the total value of all shipments. The prinsipal items making up this 
total are as follows: 


Refined petroleum and its products $ 5,400,000 
Sugar 17,500,000 
Iron pig and bloom 00 , 000 
Rails and fastenings 2,000,000 | 
Bar and sheet iren, structural iron and iron pipe 4 200,000 
Castings, machinery and boilers 8, 300,000 
Agricultural implements and vehicles other than autos 28 500,000 
Automobiles and auto trucks 15,000,000 
Furniture 5 500,000 
Liquors and beverages 700 , 000 
Paper, printed matter and books 17,500,000 
Canned meats 500 , 000 
Canned goods 3,500,000 

Total $109,000 ,000 


The values used above for both-exports and imports are computed at point 

of origin. On the other hand, if valuations were made on the basis of the point 

of entry into the purchasing country, it is estimated that the value of all 
imports would amount to about 110 per cent of the total value of all exports as 
Shown by the statistics of the exporting countries, which are naturally based on 
values at the respective points of exit. This increment of 10 per cent is 
accounted for by the inclusion of transportation, insurance and similar charges 
under such a system, If the same percentage is accepted as the increase in the 
value of the goods shipped into the Prairie Provinoes the value of $132,000,000 

at point of crigin becomes approximately a value of $145,000,000 laid down, 


Ferg on ee Beran ear from the prairie region were valued at 

se rag salgiar e "trade" balance in favour of the prairies of $125,000,000. 
ite em S1Ghh, snsurence and similar charges have already been provided for there 
are other charges for "invisible" exports and imports for which allowance mst be 


-l2e- 


made similar to those which are made in dtseussions of the international trade 


and trade balance of complete "volitical" or national entities, Some of the 


items, for example, which must be included in a complete statement of the exnorts 
from the Frairie Provinces of (Csn 


nada would include (1) Payments of interest 

and sinking fund sent outside the area; (2) Payments of dividends on securities 
ef Prairie companies to nereons resident outside the Prairie region; (7) 
Remittances of cash by immigrant rasidents; (4) Bynenditures of travellers; 
students, etc,, ordinarily resident in and deriving their income from the 
Frairie Provinces, made outside the Trairtfe ‘district; (5) Payments to outside 
insurance comnanies; (6) The export of satital saccomnanying emigration; (7) 
Capital sent away fromthe Frairies for investments (%) Charges for transient 
labour recruited mainly from Eastern Caneda (harvesters' excursicns),. Similarly 
the following items would, inter alia, have to be ineluded in a comnlete 
statement cf the values imported into the Trairie Provinces (1) Earnings on 
canital invested outside by residents of the Prairie Provinces; (2) Expenditures 
by travellers in the Prairie Provimes from outside districts: (%) Cash 
remittances to tke Prairies by friends of residents; (4) Insurance nayments to 
the Prairie district; (5).Capital brought in by immigrants; (6) Capital imported 
for investment, ‘These items, while to some extent offsetting each other, account 
for the services and other utilities represonting the favourable 4§rade balance 
of $125,009,000 set out above, . aie 1 anew 
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